Help protect ‘The Drip & Corner Gorges’ by supporting their 
inclusion into the Goulburn River National Park

Email or send your comments on   
Moolarben Coal Project Stage 2 Preferred Project Report (PPR)
 to Department of Planning
 by 24 February 2012 

Clearly state that you object to the Moolarben Coal Project Stage 2 PPR. The Drip and Corner Gorges on the Goulburn River must be protected under National Park tenure. 

The area is currently owned by the Moolarben Coal Mine (YANCOAL Pty Ltd - recently converted from a Crown Lease) and covered by a mining exploration license.

The mine could stop public access to this popular recreational area.

The Drip Gorge is only a short walk (1.8 kms) from the Ulan Cassilis Road and is widely used by the community and visitors (including schools) for recreational, educational and cultural purposes. It allows families to have a ‘wilderness experience’ on a par to walks in the Blue Mountains Heritage Area and similar gorges in the Northern Territory. It has been inspirational to a wide range of people. In 1970 the artist Brett Whiteley painted a mural on a rock overhang upstream from The Drip Gorge (see photo).
The Goulburn River National Park border starts immediately downstream (see map).
This special area currently has no management plan or funding.

Request that the NSW Dept Planning ensures:
· The Drip and Corner Gorge on the Goulburn River, as a highly valued and regionally significant landscape, is fully protected and appropriately managed by its inclusion into the adjacent Goulburn River National Park (the river corridor from Ulan road and south to Saddlers Creek road – see pale blue on map) 

· Moolarben Coal Mine (Yancoal Pty Ltd) is required to relinquish ownership to allow its inclusion into the national estate for the people of NSW. 

This would:

· Provide permanent public access to this area for recreational, educational and cultural purposes 

· Reduce the risk of damage to the fragile sandstone cliffs from the impacts of long wall mining and associated ground subsidence and pollution of the groundwater system that feeds the river and dripping spring fed features.

· Bring this significant landscape into the national estate to be appropriately managed and protected for future generations.

Background Information
The Drip and Corner Gorges are on the Goulburn River and form part of an ancient, visually dramatic landscape of sandstone cliffs and gorges with a cathedral-like atmosphere. The area sits on the western most lip of the Sydney sandstone basin and on the lowest point of the Great Dividing Range – where east meets west. 

The sculptural rock and ironstone formations drip clear spring water that seep through the porous rock supporting ferns, bottlebrushes and weeping grasses. The river corridor and adjacent escarpment has an extensive aboriginal heritage and includes the Hands on Rock site (heritage listed). The Mudgee-Gulgong district has no other natural assets of this significance accessible from a major road

The Drip and Corner Gorge area is owned by the Moolarben Coal Mine (DP 750750/45 & DP 755439/30 (see pale blue on map). The company has planning approval to underground mine up to 80m from the river bed opposite the Picnic Reserve and 400-500metres from the Drip and Corner Gorges..

Email to: plan_comment@planning.nsw.gov.au;
Faxed to: 02 9228 6466; or Posted to: Major Development Assessment
Department of Planning
GPO Box 39 Sydney NSW 2001
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